THE   BOOK  OF
And sometimes, when she saw the crucifix, or if she
saw a man with a wound, or a beast, whichever it were, or
if a man beat a child before her, or smote a horse or other
beast with a whip, if she saw it or heard it, she thought she
saw Our Lord being beaten or wounded, just as she saw
it in the man or the beast either in the field or the town,
and by herself alone as well as amongst the people.
34a First when she had her cryings in Jerusalem, she had
them often, and in Rome also. And when she came home
to England, first at her coming home, it came but seldom,
as it were once a month, then once a week, afterwards
daily, and once she had fourteen in one day, and another
day she had seven, and so on, as God would visit her,
sometimes in church, sometimes in the street, sometimes
in her chamber, sometimes in the fields, whenever God
would send them, for she never knew the time nor the
hour when they would come. And they never came with-
out passing great sweetness of devotion and high contem-
plation. And as soon as she perceived that she would cry,
she would keep it in as much as she might that the people
should not hear it, to their annoyance. For some said that
a wicked spirit vexed her; some said it was a sickness;
some said she had drunk too much wine; some banned
her; some wished she was in the harbour; some wished
she was on the sea in a bottomless boat; and thus each
man as he thought Other ghostly men loved her and
favoured her the more. Some great clerks said Our Lady
cried never so, nor any saint in Heaven, but they knew
full little what she felt, nor would they believe that she
could not stop crying if she wished.
And therefore when she knew that she would cry, she
kept it in as long as she might, and did all she could to
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